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Zoning district boundaries 
would extend to the 
centerline of the street

Division 1 – General
2-1

http://flipbook.wilmingtonnc.gov/pdt/ldc/article-II/


Zoning 
permits 
required for 
new uses and 
changes of 
use

Division 1 – General
2-2

http://flipbook.wilmingtonnc.gov/pdt/ldc/article-II/


Division 1 – General
2-5

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

Certain uses would be prohibited 
across the city 
• Concentrated animal feeding operations 

• Slaughterhouses

• Some beekeeping

• Fracking

• Hazardous materials storage, transfer, handling

• Junk or salvage yard

• Landfill

• Pulp and paper products manufacturing

• Radioactive/infectious waste storage and processing

• Solid waste transfer facility

• Power plants

• Travel trailer or RV for business , office, permanent 
residence 

• Use of boat as residence or STL

http://flipbook.wilmingtonnc.gov/pdt/ldc/article-II/
http://neurodojo.blogspot.com/2010/04/crustacean-nociception-journal-plos-one.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/48722974@N07/5249420021/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Universal use 
table
+
Use tables by 
district 

Division 1 – General
2-6

http://flipbook.wilmingtonnc.gov/pdt/ldc/article-II/


Division 1 – General
2-6

Reduction in 
occurrence of 
SUPs

From  approximately 86 occurrences to 
approximately 22 occurrences 

http://flipbook.wilmingtonnc.gov/pdt/ldc/article-II/


Current District Proposed District

R-20 Legacy District

R-15, R-10, R-7, R-5, R-3 No change

MHP, Mobile Home Park Remains,  MH, Manufactured Housing 

MF-L, Multifamily-Low Density Remains, MD-10, Multiple Dwelling-10 

MF-M, Multifamily-Medium Density Remains, MD-17, Multiple Dwelling-17

MX, Mixed Use Legacy District

PD, Planned Development Eliminated 

HD, HD-R, HD-MU No change

O&I-1, Office & Institutional-1 Remains, O&I

O&I-2, Office & Institutional-2 Eliminated

NB, Neighborhood Business Eliminated

MSMU, Main Street Mixed Use Eliminated; Rezone to UMX

*No change  indicates no change to the name  or general function of the district; there may be specific changes within 
the district 



Current District Proposed District

CB, Community Business No change

RB, Regional Business No change

CBD, Central Business District No change

CS, Commercial Services No change

LI, Light Industrial Remains, LI, Light Industry 

IND, Industrial Remains, IND, General Industry 

AI, Airport Industrial Legacy

CEM, Cemetery No change

RFMU, Riverfront Mixed Use Eliminated, Rezone to UMX or other

UMX, Urban Mixed Use Remains unchanged with 1945 CL
Legacy outside 1945 CL

*No change  indicates no change to the name  or general function of the district; there may be specific changes within 
the district 



Division  2 – Residential Districts



From four MF 
districts to 
two multiple 
dwelling 
districts

Division 2 – Residential Districts 2-29

http://flipbook.wilmingtonnc.gov/pdt/ldc/article-II/


Duplex and 
triplex 
permitted in 
R-7 district 

Division 2 – Residential Districts 2-26

http://flipbook.wilmingtonnc.gov/pdt/ldc/article-II/


District Proposed 
Front 
Setback

Current 
Front 
Setback

Proposed 
Lot Area

Current Lot 
Area

Proposed 
Building 
Footprint

Current Lot 
Coverage

R-15 20 feet 30 feet 15,000 sq ft 15,000 sq ft 50% 50%

R-10 15 feet 30 feet 10,000 sq ft 10,000 sq ft 50% 50%

R-7 10 feet 30 feet 7,000 sq ft 7,000 sq ft 50% 50%

Duplex                                                                       9,800 sq ft N/A

Triplex                                                                           10,500 sq ft N/A

R-5 10 feet 20 feet 5,000 sq ft 5,000 sq ft None 50%

Duplex                                                                     7,000 sq ft 7,500 sq ft

Triplex                                                                        10,500 sq ft 12,000 sq ft

Quadraplex                                                                   10,500 sq ft 17,500 sq ft

R-3 10 feet 10 feet 0 0 None 50%

Duplex 4,000 sq ft 4,500 sq ft

Triplex 6,000 sq ft 7,500 sq ft

Quadraplex 6,000 sq ft 10,500 sq ft

Division 2 – Residential Districts 2-26

http://flipbook.wilmingtonnc.gov/pdt/ldc/article-II/


Manufactured Housing 
District

Proposed Regulations Current Regulations

Density 4,000 sq ft per dwelling 
unit
10.9 mobile homes per 
acre

11 units per acre

Minimum lot area 
(residential use)

4,000 sq ft (individual lots)
1 acre (park)

References New Hanover 
County Ordinance 

Minimum lot area 
(nonresidential use)

10,000 sq ft 

Minimum open space 10% (induvial lots)
15% (park)

Setbacks 10 feet (all)

Spacing 20 feet between homes
15 feet between home and 
structure or building

Maximum height 35 feet

Division 2 – Residential Districts
2-30

http://flipbook.wilmingtonnc.gov/pdt/ldc/article-II/


New site 
design 
standards for 
multiple 
dwelling and 
manufactured 
housing 
districts 

Division 2 – Residential Districts
2-31

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

http://flipbook.wilmingtonnc.gov/pdt/ldc/article-II/
https://sfb.nathanpachal.com/2017/10/october-23-2017-council-meeting-notes.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


RFMU and MSMU 
to be eliminated 
and property 
rezoned

PD district 
eliminated

UMX (outside 1945 
CL), MX to become 
legacy districts 

Division 3 – Mixed-use Districts



Enhanced 
design 
standards for 
UMX 

Division 3 – Mixed-use Districts
2-40

http://flipbook.wilmingtonnc.gov/pdt/ldc/article-II/


Enhanced 
design 
standards for 
UMX 

Division 3 – Mixed-use Districts
2-42

http://flipbook.wilmingtonnc.gov/pdt/ldc/article-II/


Proposed  Minimum Lot Area Current Minimum Lot Area

HD, Historic District 2,000 sq ft
4,000 sq ft (duplex)
6,000 sq ft (triplex)
8,000 sq ft (quad)
3,000 sq ft (per unit, townhouse)
10,000 sq ft (multiple dwelling)

2,100 sq ft
6,008 sq ft (duplex)
9,012 sq ft (triplex)
12.106 sq ft (quad)
None (per unit, 
townhouse/multiple dwelling)

HDMU, Historic 
District Mixed Use

2,000 sq ft
4,000 sq ft (duplex)
6,000 sq ft (triplex)
8,000 sq ft (quad)
3,000 sq ft (per unit, townhouse)
10,000 sq ft (multiple dwelling)

2,100 sq ft
6,008 sq ft (duplex)
9,012 sq ft (triplex)
12.016 sq ft (quad)
None (townhouse/multiple 
dwelling)

HDR, Historic District 
Residential 

2,000 sq ft
4,000 sq ft (duplex)
6,000 sq ft (triplex)
8,000 sq ft (quad)
2,000 sq ft (per unit, townhouse)
None (multiple dwelling)

2,100 sq ft
6,008 sq ft (duplex)
9,012 sq ft (triplex)
12,016 sq ft (quad)
None (townhouse/multiple 
dwelling)

Division 4 – Historic Districts   2-50

http://flipbook.wilmingtonnc.gov/pdt/ldc/article-II/


Proposed  Maximum 
Building Height

Current Maximum 
Building Height

HD, Historic 
District 

55 feet None

HDMU, Historic 
District Mixed 
Use

55 feet None

HDR, Historic 
District 
Residential 

35 feet None

Any parking deck built in HD or HDMU to 
have commercial uses on the ground floor 

Division 4 – Historic Districts   2-50 - 51

http://flipbook.wilmingtonnc.gov/pdt/ldc/article-II/


CBD 
regulations to 
come

Division 5 – Form Districts 



Elimination of 
O&I-2, NB 
districts 

Division 6 – Commercial Districts 



Dimensional 
Requirement

Zoning District Proposed Standard Current Standard

Lot Area CB None ½ acre

RB 22,000 sq ft 1 acre

CS 15,000 sq ft 7,500 sq ft

O&I 15,000 sq ft 15,000 sq ft

Lot Width CB 50 feet 80 feet

RB 80 feet 100 feet

CS 80 feet 65 feet

O&I 80 feet 80 feet

Division 6 – Commercial Districts
2-59

Dimensional Standards 

http://flipbook.wilmingtonnc.gov/pdt/ldc/article-II/


Dimensional 
Requirement

Zoning District Proposed Standard Current Standard

Front Setback CB 10 feet 20 feet

RB 20 feet 25 feet

CS 20 feet 35 feet

O&I 20 feet 20 feet

Height CB 45 feet 45 feet

RB 45 feet 35 feet

CS 35 feet 35 feet

O&I 45 feet 45 feet

Division 6 – Commercial Districts
2-59

Dimensional Standards 

http://flipbook.wilmingtonnc.gov/pdt/ldc/article-II/


Zoning District Proposed 
Optional Height 
Increase 

Current 
Optional Height 
Increase 

Proposed Max 
Building 
Footprint

Current Max 
Lot Coverage

CB None None 30% 30%

RB 96 feet 96 feet with 
increased 
setbacks

40% 40%

CS None 96 feet with 
increased 
setbacks

None None 

O&I 96 feet 75 feet with 
SUP

40% 40%

Division 6 – Commercial Districts  2-59

Dimensional Standards 

http://flipbook.wilmingtonnc.gov/pdt/ldc/article-II/


Enhanced 
standards for 
height 
increase

Division 6 – Commercial Districts
2-60

http://flipbook.wilmingtonnc.gov/pdt/ldc/article-II/


Residential 
compatibility 
standards 

Division 6 – Commercial Districts  2-61 

http://flipbook.wilmingtonnc.gov/pdt/ldc/article-II/


AI to become 
legacy district 

Division 7 – Industrial Districts 



Dimensional 
Standard

Zoning District Proposed  Standard Current Standard

Minimum Lot Area LI 20,000 sq ft None

IND 1 acre None

Front Setback LI 25 feet 50 feet

IND 25 feet 50 feet

Building Height LI 45 feet

IND 45 feet 35 feet

Optional Height 
Increase

LI 96 feet 96 feet with 
increased setbacks

IND 96 feet 96 feet with 
increased setbacks

Division 7 – Industrial Districts 2-68

http://flipbook.wilmingtonnc.gov/pdt/ldc/article-II/


Enhanced 
standards for 
height 
increase

Division 7 – Industrial  Districts 2-69

http://flipbook.wilmingtonnc.gov/pdt/ldc/article-II/


Residential 
compatibility 
standards

Division 7 – Industrial  Districts 2-69

http://flipbook.wilmingtonnc.gov/pdt/ldc/article-II/


S. 17th St

SHOD

Dawson-
Wooster 
overlays 
eliminated

Floodplain 
moves to 
another 
article 

Division 8 – Special, Overlays, and Legacy Districts



Updates to 
Wrightsville 
Avenue 
Corridor 
Overlay 
standards

Division 8 – Special, Overlays, and Legacy Districts  2-72

http://flipbook.wilmingtonnc.gov/pdt/ldc/article-II/


Legacy 
Districts 

Division 8 – Special, Overlays, and Legacy Districts  2-78

http://flipbook.wilmingtonnc.gov/pdt/ldc/article-II/


www.wilmingtonnc.gov/LDC


